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SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

A

Free to Attend and Open to the Public

-
-

-

MONDAY, MARCH 10, 3:00 - 6:00 PM

Free and Open to the Public
a ai i on ention enter

FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 5:00 - 9:00 PM 

i hop u eu  A ter our  elebration

-

-

- -

HŌKŪLE‘A 50TH BIRTHDAY 

Mahalo to Hawai‘i’s 
tele ision stations or 
honorin  H le‘a’s 
50th birthday with 
special programming 
in honor of Hawai‘i’s 
belo ed canoe

SUNDAY, MARCH 2
6:30-7:00 P.M.

mpowered Hawai‘i  H le a
KHII

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5
9:30-10:00 P.M.
H le a  ecades of 

isco ery KHON2 
3:00-4:00 P.M.
H  ow aily  H le a 50th 
Birthday Show Hawai‘i News 
Now

THURSDAY, MARCH 6
7:30-8:00 P.M.
H le a  ecades of 

isco ery KHII
7:30-8:30 P.M.
H le a  Past  Present and 
Future PBS 
Hawai‘i
8:30-9:00 P.M.
H le a  Star of ladness 

PBS 
Hawai‘i

FRIDAY, MARCH 7
7:00-8:00 P.M.
H le a  Moananui ea K5

SATURDAY, MARCH 8  
7:00-11:00 A.M.

K5
7:00-9:00 A.M.
Sunrise

Hawai‘i News 
Now
9:00-11:00 A.M.

elebrating H le a K5
5:30-6 P.M.

mpowered Hawai‘i  H le a
KHON2
6:30-7:00 P.M.
H le a  Star of ladness 

  KHON2
7:00-7:30 P.M.
H le a  ecades of 

isco ery  KHON2
7:00-7:30 P.M.
H le a  Star of ladness 

  KITV
7:00-8:00 P.M.
A anoe is Born  H le‘a  K5
7:30-8:00 P.M.

uleana  H le‘a  he e t 
eneration  KITV

9:00-9:30 P.M.
H le a  Star of ladness 

5 ocumentary  KIKU
9:30-10:00 P.M.

uleana  H le‘a  he e t 
eneration  KIKU

SUNDAY, MARCH 9
1:00-2:00 P.M.
H le a  Past  Present and 
Future    PBS 
Hawai‘i
2:00-3:00 P.M.
H le a  Star of ladness 

 , PBS 
Hawai‘i
7:00-7:30 P.M.
H le a  ecades of 

isco ery  KHII 

FRIDAY, MARCH 14
6:00-7:30 P.M.

   
 -  Ho o ipa  

Hospitality Around 
Moananui ea  Hawai‘i News 
Now

SUNDAY, MARCH 16
8:30-9:00 P.M.

mpowered Hawai‘i, H le a  
KHII
9:00-9:30 P.M.
H le a  ecades of 

isco ery  Hawai‘i’s CW

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26
9:30-10:00 P.M.
Aloha Authentic  H le a  
KHON2

FRIDAY, MARCH 28
9:00-9:30 P.M.
Aloha Authentic  H le a  
Hawai‘i’s CW

SUNDAY, MARCH 30
8:00-8:30 P.M.
Aloha Authentic  H le a  
KHII

NAINOA 
THOMPSON
Co-founder, 
Polynesian 
Voyaging  
Society
artist and  
historian
Excerpts from 
an interview

Photo 
courtesy 
Polynesian 
Voyaging 
Society
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HERB KAWAINUI KĀNE
Co-founder, Polynesian Voyaging Society
Artist and historian
Excerpts from an interview

He (father) took me down to the beach at 
Waipi‘o one day and told me the story about 
Mo‘ikeha. Mo‘ikeha, the king who left Waipi‘o 
with his brother, Olopana, and his wife, Lu‘ukia, 
and sailed to Tahiti of the golden haze and then 
eventually came back, Mo‘ikeha going on to 
Kaua‘i. And Mo‘ikeha’s sons, Kila and Kaha‘i, 
sailing back to the South Pacific on their own ad-
ventures and coming back so this interested me, 
this idea of a long-distance canoe sailing. As a 
child, I paddled an outrigger canoe around on the 
river and, once in a while, with my dad off the 
beach at Waipi‘o, but the idea of a canoe large 
enough to carry a number of people and able to 
navigate those long distances really intrigued me 
and intrigued me all the time I was studying an-
thropology at the University of Chicago.

From what I had found out, I believed that there 
was no question about it, that Polynesians were 
capable seamen, but the only way to find out how 
these vessels performed was to build one and use 
that as a vehicle for testing non-instrument naviga-
tion techniques.

I did a painting of what I thought the canoe 
should look like and went flashing that around 
town raising money and everybody thought these 
guys are crazy, but enough people gave us money 
and invited us to speak and tell our story and, 
eventually, it all came together. 

Actually sailing to Tahiti and back was a dream 
that we wanted to see fulfilled, but it was not my 
primary concern. My primary concern was that 
the canoe would be accepted by the Hawaiian 
people because if the Hawaiian people ignored it 
or just didn’t get interested in it, then sailing to Ta-
hiti and back would only be a stunt. And, people 
did accept the canoe. It was actually quite over-
whelming — the acceptance, the outpouring of af-
fection that was given to the canoe.

When we first brought it here to H naunau 
Bay, people just came and sat all around the bay 
and just looked at the canoe. They didn’t ask to 
come aboard, they didn’t make a great noise, 
didn’t make a great celebration, they just came 
and sat and looked at the canoe all day long, well 
into the night. Some brought picnic suppers and 
they just looked at the canoe. They were commu-
nicating with the canoe — the canoe was saying 
something to them.

BEN FINNEY
Co-founder, Polynesian Voyaging Society
Anthropologist
Excerpts from an interview

I was in the Navy studying to be a pilot, but 
they ran out of money. This was in the 1950s 
and they cancelled our program, budget cuts. So 
I said well, I know what I really wanna do, I’m 
gonna go to Hawai i and study for a master’s de-
gree in anthropology and study Polynesians and 
the sea and how they adapt to the ocean. So I 
showed up here, February 1958, as a brand-new 
graduate student, when University of Hawai i 
had about 5,000 students, small, nice place. And 
I went to see my advisor, a woman named Kath-
arine Luomala.  She specialized in Polynesia.

And she says, ‘I understand you’re interested 
in Polynesian canoes and sailing and migra-
tions.’ I said, ‘You’re correct.’ Well then she 
says, ‘You’d better read this book,’ and she 
handed me a book called Ancient Voyagers of 
the Pacific (by Andrew Sharp).  And I say, 
‘That’s exactly what I want to study.’ But she 
says, ‘You won’t like this.’ ‘Why?’ ‘Because he 
doesn’t believe that Polynesians migrated into 
the Pacific on purpose and controlled their 
movements.’

So the more I read, the madder and madder I 
got.  Who is this guy? He doesn’t know any-
thing about canoes or sailing or non-instrument 
navigation, yet he’s saying Polynesians could 
not have done it because they were technologi-
cally unable to, their technology was too primi-
tive.

So I went back the next day, reported to Kath-
arine, my advisor, and she said, ‘Well okay, 
what do you propose to do?’ Well what I said 
needs to be done is we have to have more infor-
mation on how well the canoes sailed and how 
the navigation system worked. So, I started 

looking at available written reports, eyewitness 
reports of people sailing, navigating and the like. 
And found some stuff that indicated to me they 
could do it on purpose, but I realized we didn’t 
have hard data with numbers and how fast did 
they go? How well could they navigate? 

(I thought) I know what we could do, we 
could reconstruct the old canoes, sail them over 
legendary voyaging routes like in between Ha-
wai i and Tahiti and record all the information 
… It’s called experimental archaeology but this 
isn’t gonna be easy to do. The canoes were big, 
40, 50, 60, 70 feet long maybe depending on the 
types and we’re gonna have to reinvent them, 
because only the smaller canoes are being built 
now and we can find some people who can nav-
igate, if we can talk them into navigating for us, 
teach us.  

(With Herb K ne and Tommy Holmes) we 
said let’s join together and we’ll start the Poly-
nesian Voyaging Society to raise money, to de-
sign the canoe, to build it and test it.  

I knew that people would laugh at me. They 
would scoff at me and say this guy is not seri-
ous, or that’s not possible or that’s just a joke, 
you can’t do that, a lot of skepticism. But we 
persisted, we said, ‘No, we’re going to do it,’ 
and it worked.   

(Why persist?) Justice. To do the right thing, 
to rescue the reputation of Polynesians and other 
ocean canoe (peoples) as great seafarers.  

The voyaging canoe was the symbol of Polyne-
sia or the Pacific, because only through voyaging 
canoes could they have gone so far out into the 
ocean to discover and settle so many islands and 
this is part of their past, their glorious past. They 
needed to recall, relive, re-experience, which they 
did. 

And H k le a became this new symbol of re-
surgent Polynesia, Hawai i, and they’ve kept sail-
ing. 

TOMMY HOLMES
Co-founder, Polynesian Voyaging Society
Waterman, ethnohistorian and philanthropist
Excerpts from his book ‘The Hawaiian Canoe’

Living in exquisite harmony with the natu-
ral forces of the sea, the ancient Hawaiians 
developed what many consider to be the most 
versatile and seaworthy rough watercraft ever 
designed and built by any culture in any time.

Hawai i, land of the most geographically 
isolated culture on earth, would be discovered 
and settled more than a thousand years before 
Captain Cook was born.  

In its import, the voyaging canoe stands to 
ancient Polynesian culture as the invention of 
the wheel to ground transportation, as the 
spaceship to man’s spirit: epitome and climax. 

Well integrated into their marine environ-
ment, early Pacific peoples designed craft that 
were sea kindly, calculated for speed and in 
some cases so hydrodynamical  advanced that 

it would not be until the 1800s that man 
would build faster sailboats. The flexible lash-
ing mode of joining two hulls that so charac-
terized Polynesian voyaging canoes and so 
shocked European observers for their sup-
posed fragility is just now being recognized as 
often superior to a rigid form of attachment.

Having no instruments, charts or written 
language, the ancient Polynesian navigator 
charted his pathways in his mind:  he read the 
stars; he listened to the winds; he observed 
telltale flotsam and jetsam; he understood the 
language of the sea. Of an elite brotherhood, 
the highly trained master Polynesian naviga-
tor possessed a vast body of knowledge relat-
ing to the observation and interpretation of 
natural phenomena and an astounding mem-
ory. A typical Polynesian navigator had a de-
mand recall of up to 200 different star 
positions as they would rise or set at any 
given time of the year, effectively giving him 
a star compass.  

4

Polynesian Voyaging
Society Founders

Herb Kāne poster sold to raise money for the construction of Hōkūle‘a and 
her maiden voyage. PHOTOS COURTESY POLYNESIAN VOYAGING SOCIETY  Polynesian Voyaging Society’s 1975 board members.

PHOTO COURTESY TOMAS DEL AMO

PHOTO COURTESY BEN YOUNG

PHOTO COURTESY DAVID HISER
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collector’s item.
“We sold these at places like the 

old Holiday Mart with the assistance 
of CEO August Yee, and at fairs, and 
the goal was not only to raise money 
… but it was also promoting the proj-
ect to the community,” he adds. “We 
never realized that the tremendous 
enthusiasm and fervor about 

since we had some very negative 
events, (such as) the swamping of 

1975 and extremely bad publicity 
with some other events.

“Nonetheless, enthusiasm among the returning 
crew members was very high,” he says.  

Young was asked to serve as a physician for the 

and he was excited by the opportunity.
“We thought we would sail into Honolulu with-

and go have dinner together at Mc-
Cully Chop Suey before we sepa-
rated to return to our homes.

“We were then informed by the 
chase boat Meotai that we were com-
ing home too fast and could we an-
chor somewhere and come in the 
next day because there was going to 
be a huge welcoming celebration,” 
Young adds. 

tory of patients with Hansen’s disease.
“All on board the canoe or on land can never 

tients at the settlement were waving towels and 
T-shirts and honking their car horns,” says 
Young. “It also inspired me to subsequently 

to learn about the lives and walk the paths of Saint 
Damien, Saint Mariann, Brother Dutton, and to 

Naples and Hokela Holt.” 
Young emphasizes that everyone is invited to 

Polynesian Voyaging Society, where efforts to pre-
serve its story can be perpetuated. 

“There is no doubt we are so proud of our an-
cestors, all of them, who faced unbelievable diffi-
culties and challenging circumstances in their 

Young. “They paved the way. And it has inspired 
the descendants of all these ancestors today who 
followed those same stars, and for these ancestors 
instilled in each of us, dreams to reach for hori-
zons never believed reachable and to touch land-
falls of opportunities never believed imaginable.”

BY CAITLIN THOMAS

H1975, marked a half-century of cul-
tural revival, environmental advocacy, 

and a renewed connection to the earth and ocean. 
In 1972, psychiatrist and former dean of stu-

Benjamin Young, was approached by artist Herb 

replica of a voyaging canoe.  It would be Ha-

United States in 1976. 
“Herb had this marvelous and ambitious dream 

to build a canoe true to ancient Hawaiian design 
and sail that canoe without modern navigational 
instruments to Tahiti, the ancient homeland of Ha-

wanted to show that men and women could sur-
vive such a voyage.

“There were three key leaders in this project, 
each with an unusual background, and each with a 
different vision but with a similar goal,” continues 

line with his artistic and Hawaiian cultural back-
ground, which was to rediscover the skills of an-
cient Hawaiian navigators, to recapture the lost art 
of non-instrumental navigation, and restore cul-
tural pride that had become shrouded and ob-
scured over time.  

“The second leader was Ben Finney, Ph.D., a 
world-renowned scholar and anthropologist at the 

leader was Tommy Holmes, a renowned surfer 
and paddler well-known among local water celeb-
rities. Tommy had a tremendous and wide depth 
of knowledge about the ocean and about canoes.”  

The collaboration between these leaders led to 
the formation of the Polynesian Voyaging Society.

support from the community. 
“We were always short on money,” says Young. 

calendar called “Canoes of Polynesia,” which cat-
alyzed the movement for a rapidly expanding bud-
get. 

“He had me go to various corporations and give 

seas and this poster was sold for $1. Today, it’s a 

BY DON ROBBINS 

As one of the first carpenters hired in 
1974 by the Polynesian Voyaging So-

accepted a hands-on role in its cre-
ation. Heen helped move the 62-foot dou-

reality. 
Heen was a fifth-year apprentice carpenter in 

his mid-20s at the time and he first heard about 

Schools. 
“I had a call from Wright Bowman, my uncle, 

know how to help you build a canoe, doing koa 
canoes — repairing koa racing boats.’”

Despite his concerns, a still-curious Heen went 

and boatwright Warren Seaman who had already 
“lofted” (worked on design plans) for the ribs and 

never done it before, but it wasn’t too hard to fig-
ure out. It’s like building cages,” Heen says. “We 
did that — myself and Cal Coito, who was my 
helper. We were the only two guys working down 
there for a few months. We didn’t know what and 

Heen recalls that one of the biggest challenges 

based on just a drawing, rather than the typical 
blueprints. 

“For a carpenter, without a blueprint … some-
body had to tell us how to do it. But it wasn’t too 
difficult once we found out how, it wasn’t diffi-
cult at all, just time-consuming,” Heen says. 

cluded cutting up plywood sheets into smaller 
strips and inlaying structural “stringers” on both 
sides of the ribs from the bow to the stern. The 
ribs themselves were cut out of some wooden 
planks with a table saw. Next, the canoe was cov-
ered in flexible aircraft-grade plywood and fiber-
glass. 

Then, Heen says, the Polynesian Voyaging So-
ciety hired shipwright Curt Ashford. 

“He knew how to build these things because 
he’s built boats before, sailing yachts out of 
wood. And so, once we got him and his friend, we 
started moving right along, because he knew ex-
actly what to do,” Heen says. 

Additional work included shaping the front 
and back end of the canoe and cutting out seats.

Heen notes though that, at that time, the canoe 
was completed “just for show only” in time for its 

quickly, because it was a state project as part of 
the 1976 bicentennial. 

“So, we had to get it on that beach on a certain 

date so we could float it in the water. It looked 
good, except it wasn’t ocean-going good,” Heen 
says. 

“There’s no way that thing could have crossed 
the ocean the way we made it. It had to be more 
waterproof … We had it so that you could sit in 
seats and paddle just for show. After they 
launched it, it went back into drydock and they 
started making it Coast Guard regulated,” Heen 
adds.  

After that, Heen says he decided to return to 
his carpenter apprenticeship program and stopped 

“I had to go back to carpentry but I was there at 
the launching,” Heen says. 

voyage to Tahiti in 1976, which was a major suc-
cess.

 “I didn’t realize what we were doing that it 
was going to be such a big deal in years to come. 
I thought it was going to take one trip to Tahiti, 
come back and that’s it, they’re going to hang it 
up. But they kept on going,” Heen says. 

Looking back, Heen notes that he’s glad that 

ness. 
“I still got the staple gun. I got the staple gun 

that stapled every staple on the canoe … and I tell 
my kids that, too,” Heen says. “It was fun, and 

a big deal, people are coming from all over the 
world to check out this canoe.’” 

BY HERB KAWAINUI KĀNE

One day I went down to work and the 
hulls were there, still upside down, 
being constructed, and somebody 
had taken a magic marker and writ-

ten on one of the hulls, “The Boat,” and I says, 

time for a name. You got to come up with a 
name.” 

So we pondered it and I put it on the agenda and we discussed it on the board and various names 
came up. Some of them seemed to be too long and so we decided to just let it rest for awhile and we still 
had some time.  

I was in the habit of keeping a notepad next to my bed because my experience has been that some 
useful ideas sometimes occur to me at four o’clock in the morning … And so, one night I had been out 
looking at stars and came back and I was asleep and about four o’clock in the morning I had a dream of 

bright. We had been discussing Arcturus as a navigational star and so it was one on which I was focused 
on and so mentally I was interested in that particular star.  

And so I was looking at Arcturus and it suddenly got brighter and I woke up and thought, Arcturus, 

says, “Herb, I’ll talk to the other girls about it” and so she was going into the office and she talked to the 
girls at the office about it and then they started calling people. 

Kawika Kapahulehua painting “Hōkūle‘a” on 

the manu.  

Photo courtesy Nicholas DeVore III

Ben Young
Photo courtesy 

Ben Young

Tommy Heen (above) works on Hōkūle‘a’s hulls.  

Photos courtesy Tommy and Jeri Heen
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Turning A Dream Into Reality

Manu with “Hōkūle‘a” on it going through the 

water.  Photo courtesy Polynesian Voyaging 

Society, ‘Oiwi TV, photographer ‘Aina Paikai



A Voyaging Canoe 
is Born

BEN FINNY
Co-founder, 

Polynesian Voyaging Society

MARION LYMANMERSEREAU

Billy Richards Jr. 
BY PETER ROSEGG
Researched from Polynesian Voyaging Society and 
other sources

Billy Richards Jr. has had many 
accomplishments enhancing the 
Hawaiian community, but his bi-
ography will always begin, “a 

voyage to Tahiti.”

to help a friend with a new canoe club and 

there.  
“I’d followed the construction of it, and 

never with any canoe club,” Richards re-
called, so he thought his chances were 
slim. 

come ashore and someone — it turned out 

ble-hulled canoe. Richards volunteered to 
help. 

“At one point during their pule,” Rich-

prayer ends, he jumps down into the hull 

belong on this boat.’

holds his hand out as if to invite me aboard 

boat.’ I grasp his hand, he pulls me aboard 

world of responsibility, enlightenment and 
change.

“There occurred at that moment for me 
a shift in the axis of time. From that point 
on I have existed in two worlds, with one 
foot planted in the past, and the other in the 
present.”

ABOVE

Dickie Lowell and Kimo Hugho secure the 
anchor line.
LEFT

Sam Ka’ai prepaes to mount Kane O Hōkūle’a. 
Photos courtesy James Kimo Hugho

FROM LEFT

Crewmembers stayed at a 
container while they repaired 
and prepared Hōkūle‘a for her 
maiden voyage. Photo 

courtesy Nicholas DeVore 

III; Swamping of Hōkūle’a. 
Photo courtesy David Hiser

FROM LEFT Kimo Hugho always steered from the Ama hull; Captain Herb Kāne demonstrating ‘wing on wing’ positioning. Photos courtesy 

James Kimo Hugho; Hōkūle‘a 1975 crew take a break and play music. Photo courtesy David Hiser

Buffalo Keaulana checking for coral heads prior to 
launching. Photo courtesy James Kimo Hugho

Billy Richards on Hōkūle‘a, 1975
Photo courtesy Nicholas DeVore III
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ABOVE

Herb Kāne report May 16, 1975. 
Image courtesy Polynesian Voyaging 

Society

LEFT 

Papa Mau and Wright Bowman stand over single red wood 
boom, which broke on Hokule’a’s first sail following launching. 
Photo courtesy James Kimo Hugho

LEFT

Buffalo Keaulana training Maka on steering. 
Photos courtesy James Kimo Hugho

ABOVE

Cruise of Hokulea from 
Kāne‘ohe Bay to Lahaina, Maui. 

Image courtesy Polynesian 

Voyaging Society

HERB KAWAINUI KĀNE

Commander Bowersox, Kimo Austin and 
Warren Seaman getting Hōkūle‘a ready for launch. 

Photo courtesy James Kimo Hugho



Maiden 
Voyage

to Tahiti
CAPTAIN

Kawika Kapahulehua

NAVIGATOR

Mau Piailug

CREW

Clifford Ah Mow
Shorty Bertelmann
Ben Finney
Tommy Holmes
Sam Kalalau
Boogie Kalama
Buffalo Keaulana
John Kruse
Dukie Kuahulu
David Lewis
David Lyman, 
Billy Richards
Rodo Williams

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
DOCUMENTERS

Nicholas DeVore III
Norris Brock

Tahiti 

CAPTAIN

Kawika Kapahulehua

NAVIGATORS 
(with modern instruments)

Kimo Lyman
Leonard Puputauiki

CREW

Snake Ah Hee
Andy Espirito
Mel Kinney
Kainoa Lee
Kimo Lyman

Leonard Puputauiki
Penny Rawlins
Keani Reiner
Nainoa Thompson

Maiden Voyage
to Tahiti

1 Honolua Bay departure 2 Paige 

Barber with pa‘i‘ai PHOTO 
COURTESY DAVID HISER3 Crew 

on Hōkūle‘a maiden voyage 4 

Newspaper clipping “Voyagers 

Hope to Relive a Page of History” 

5  Moku Froiseth with dried 

bananas 6  Dukie Kuahulu and 

dog Hoku 7 Hōkūle‘a sails on 8 

Mau navigating on maiden 

voyage 9 Crew on Hōkūle‘a 

maiden voyage 10 Hōkūle‘a 

sailing to Tahiti  11 Pig and 

chicken aboard Hōkūle‘a 12 First 

landfall in Mataiva, French 

Polynesia 13 Hōkūle‘a sailing on 

maiden voyage 14 Looking 

down on canoe from top of mast 

on maiden voyage

PHOTOS COURTESY NICHOLAS 
DEVORE III
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IT STARTED OUT AS A SYMBOL OF HAWAIIAN CULTURE.
IT BECAME A cultural phenomenon.

Congratulations to the Hōkūle‘a on its 50th Anniversary. We’re proud
to support its efforts in sharing the Hawaiian culture with the world.

polynesia.com | (808) 293-3333

1 Hōkūle‘a returns to Magic 

Island from Tahiti in 1976. 

PHOTO COURTESY BEN YOUNG
2 (From left) Ben Young, Keani 

Reiner and Penny Rawlins on 

Hōkūle‘a’s maiden voyage. 

PHOTO COURTESY BEN YOUNG
3 A map tracking Hōkūle‘a’s 

1976 maiden voyage . PHOTO 
COURTESY POLYNESIAN 
VOYAGING SOCIETY
 4 Hōkūle‘a arrives at Koko 

Crater in 1976. PHOTO 
COURTESY BEN YOUNG
5 Newspaper article “Hokulea 

Returns Home in Triumph”

1 2

3

4

FROM LEFT Kainoa Lee, Gordon Pi‘ianai‘a, Andy Espirito, Mel Kinney and Keani Reiner on Hōkūle‘a ‘s maiden Tahiti to Hawai‘i voyage. PHOTOS COURTESY BEN YOUNG

9

5



HAPPY
50TH,

HOKULEA!
May God Bless Your Voyages
and Guide You Always!

PROVIDING EXCELLENT QUALITY
PAINTING IN HAWAII

LIC. # C-25760

Call Us for FREE ESTIMATES
(808) 485-1572

www.quillopopainting.com

•Licensed •Insured •Bonded
#1 Professional Painting For Federal, State,
Commercial And Residential Properties

Eddie Aikau

1 Eddie Aikau joined the Polynesian Voyaging Society in 1978. PHOTO COURTESY DAVID 
BETTENCOURT 2 The legendary waterman had hoped to fulfill his dream of sailing to Tahiti. 

PHOTO COURTESY DAVID BETTENCOURT 3 The Eddie Aikau plaque is a powerful reminder of his 

commitment to others. PHOTO COURTESY POLYNESIAN VOYAGING SOCIETY AND ‘OIWI T V 4 Aikau 

epitomized the spirit of exploration. PHOTO COURTESY DAVID BETTENCOURT 5 As workers ready 

the Hōkūle‘a, the plaque that honors Aikau’s legacy rests peacefully aboard the double-hulled 

voyaging canoe. PHOTO COURTESY POLYNESIAN VOYAGING SOCIETY AND ‘OIWI TV 

A collection of newspaper clippings from 

1978 reflecting the community’s concern 

and love for Aikau, who, to this day, remains 

a symbol of bravery and sacrifice.

1

2

4

3

5

LEFT
Following the devastating loss of 

Eddie Aikau, Myron “Pinky” 

Thompson lead the Polynesian 

Voyaging Society out of the 

storm of broken hearts and 

spirits, and showed them the 

way to fulfill Eddie’s dream of 

raising Tahiti out of the sea. 

RIGHT
Master navigator Mau Piailug of 

Satawal, Micronesia, who 

returned home after guiding 

Hōkūle‘a and crew to Tahiti on 

Hōkūle‘a’s maiden voyage, 

graciously and generously 

agreed to return to Hawai‘i to 

teach Hawaiians how to navigate 

themselves.  He spent two years 

teaching how to read the tiny 

lights in the night sky, the 

messages in the colors of the 

sky, the feel of the waves that tell 

direction, and the feeding habits 

of birds that can point you to an 

island.

BOTTOM RIGHT
Will was an associate professor 

and Bishop Museum 

Planetarium lecturer who would 

bribe the security guard with 

plate lunches to spend many 

nights after closing hours 

making the stars rise and set for 

an eager learner, Nainoa 

Thompson.

PHOTOS COURTESY 
MONTE COSTA

Edward Ryon Makuahanai Aikau was a legendary Hawaiian 
waterman, big-wave surfer, and lifeguard whose name became 
synonymous with courage, selflessness and the spirit of aloha. 

As the first official lifeguard at Waimea Bay, he saved hundreds of lives, 
never losing a single person on his watch. In 1978, Eddie joined the Poly-

dream to sail to Tahiti in the wake of his ancestors. When the canoe cap-
sized in rough seas, Eddie set out on his surfboard to paddle for help — an act of ex-
traordinary compassion and bravery. He was never seen again, but his legacy lives on.

His story inspires the Polynesian Voyaging Society and the global community of 
wayfinders to push forward, honor their ancestral knowledge, and protect the ocean. 

sacrifice, and the enduring spirit of exploration. 
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Written by Eddie Aikau

Happy 50th
BirthdayH-ok-ule a!‘

Hawaii’s pride she sails
with the wind.

Proud are we to see
her sail free.

Feelings deep and so strong
For Hoku, Hokule a

Stars that glow to guide
her straight path.

Across the sea down to Tahiti.
And back to Hawaii she sails.

For Hoku, Hokule a
For Hoku, Hokule a
Proud are we to see
her sail free.

Feelings deep and so strong.
For Hoku, Hokule a
For Hoku, Hokule a

From the Hokule a crew,
We love you Hawaii

- - ‘

- - ‘
- - ‘

- - ‘
- - ‘

- - ‘



Tahiti Voyage

RIGHT FROM TOP
Studying stars: A page in 

Nainoa Thompson’s 

notebook; Using his hand to 

measure height of stars 

above the horizon: A page in 

Nainoa hompson’s notebook.

BELOW
Hawaiian Star Compass.

PHOTOS COURTESY 
POLYNESIAN VOYAGING 

SOCIETY

PHOTO COURTESY 
KALEPA BAYBAYAN

Hōkūle‘a1980

PHOTO COURTESY 
WILL KYSELKA

ABOVE LEFT
Will Kyselka and Mau Piailug 

dancing in the street in Tahiti 

following their arrival in 1980, and 

celebrating the success of passing 

on their knowledge.

LEFT
Contact sheets from 1980 of 

crewmembers.

PHOTOS COURTESY MIKE TONGG
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With his teacher, Master Navigator Mau Piailug, 

nearly 600 years to navigate a voyaging canoe to Tahiti 



1973

1974

1975

1976

1977

1978

1978

1980

1985-1987

1990-1991

1992

1992

1995

1999-2000

2003-2004

2007

2008

2014-2017

2023

2023

2024-2025

2025

50 Year Numbers:

Voyages and 
13



1 Hōkūle‘a in French Polynesia. PHOTO COURTESY  CLIFF WATSON II 
 2 Canoe builder/Pwo Navigator Hector Busby, Hilda Busby and Hōkūle‘a 
crew members Harry Ho and Ben Finney in Aotearoa. PHOTO COURTESY  
CHUCK LARSEN  
3 Abe Pi‘ianai‘a aboard Hōkūle‘a. PHOTO COURTESY CLIFF WATSON II  
4 Mel Paoa aboard Hōkūle‘a. PHOTO COURTESY CLIFF WATSON II 
5 Voyage of rediscovery pamphlet cover. PHOTO COURTESY POLYNESIAN 
VOYAGING SOCIETY 
6 Voyage of rediscovery map. PHOTO COURTESY POLYNESIAN VOYAGING 
SOCIETY 
7 Leon Sterling and Pat Aiu aboard Hōkūle‘a. PHOTO COURTESY CLIFF 
WATSON II  
8 Ngātokimatawhaurua canoe greets Hōkūle‘a in Aotearoa. 
PHOTO COURTESY CHUCK LARSEN

Voyage of Rediscovery

2

5

3

7

6
4

8

1
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The Voyage of Rediscovery was a two-year, 
16,000 nautical mile voyage with major legs 
that reflected migratory and voyaging routes 
of ancient Polynesia: Hawai‘i to Tahiti, Ta-

hiti to the Cook Islands, Rarotonga to Aotearoa, and 
Aotearoa to Tonga and Samoa; next against the 
tradewinds from Samoa to the Cook Islands and back 
to Tahiti; then the west-to-east migration route that 
Thor Heyerdahl said couldn’t be done, Tahiti to the 
Marquesas; and finally, from the Marquesas to Ha-
wai‘i.

by 88 Maori paddlers in a traditional canoe named 
Nga Toki Matawhaorua. Pwo Navigator Hector Busby 
had relaunched this canoe to help revive Maori ocean 
traditions.

“These two cultures have a common ancestry. This 

was not a meeting of people, it was a reunion,” said 
Nainoa Thompson

ditional welcome at the marae at Waitangi. Sir James 
Henare, the most revered of the elders of Tai Tokerau, 
stood and said, “You’ve proven that it could be done. 
And you’ve also proven that our ancestors did it.”  

Sir James Henare also made an incredible state-
ment: “Because the five tribes of Tai Tokerau trace 
their ancestry from the names of the canoes they ar-
rived in, and because you people from Hawai‘i came 
by canoe, therefore, by our traditions, you must be the 
sixth tribe of Tai Tokerau.” 

“In a few sentences, Sir James Henare had con-
nected us to his people. And he said that all the de-
scendants from those who sailed the canoe are family 
in Tai Tokerau,” added Thompson.

030225com_x14_w-opt.pdf.pdf   1 02-Mar-25   09:11:45



LUAU AVAILABLE 3-4 TIMES AWEEK. CHECK OUR
WEBSITE FOR AVAILABILITY. STAY SAFE AND TAKE CARE!

BOAT TOUR
OPERATES MONDAY
THROUGH FRIDAY

Smith’s Motor Boat Service
Since 1946

DISCOVERTHE SONGSAND LEGENDS OF
THE HISTORICWAILUA RIVERVALLEY AND ITS
GEM,THE FERN GROTTO.WHILE HAWAIIAN
MUSICIANS FILL THE AIRWITHALOHAAND

HULA DANCERS SWAY IN RHYTHM.

FOR INFOAND RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL ORVISIT

808-821-6892
SMITHSKAUAI.COM

Keeping Our Legacy Alive,
Generation by Generation

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
Newspaper graphic  “Landfall,” showing Big 
Island and arrow home; Lacy brought onto 
the Space Shuttle Columbia, an adze from 
Mauna Kea that was passed down through 
his family.  He loved seeing his island home 
from space. PHOTO COURTESY LACY VEACH 
AND NASA; Punahou graduate and 
Astronaut Col. Lacy Veach orchestrated a 
connection between the Space Shuttle 
Columbia, Hōkūle‘a in the South Pacific and 
young students in Hawai‘i who had many 
questions for crew members of both, 
exploring earth and space. PHOTO 
COURTESY NASA; Newspaper article 
“Hōkūle‘a finding the ocean way.”

15

Rarotonga, Cook Islands



1 

1995 Na ‘Ohana Holo Moana
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT
Na ‘Ohana Holo Moana 
tracking maps. PHOTOS 
COURTESY POLYNESIAN 
VOYAGING SOCIETY; Six 
Polynesian voyaging 
canoes in Nuku Hiva; 
Navigator Jacko Thatcher 
of Aotearoa celebrating in 
Hawai‘i. PHOTOS 
COURTESY  MONTE COSTA; 
Several newspaper 
clippings on Na ‘Ohana 
Holo Moana.
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1999 
Rapa Nui

Looking 
Back to 
Move 
Forward: 
Reflections with 
Ka‘iulani Murphy 

BY AKIRA FITZGERALD

Once an ‘opihi child 
unwilling to leave 
her Big Island home 
for even a weeklong 

worldwide navigator. She was 

gator Nainoa Thompson talk; 
that lecture solidified her desire 

to withstand seasickness, she 

prepared for an upcoming trip to 
Rapa Nui.  

“I was just a sponge wanting 
to learn whatever he was willing 

was a great time to have gotten 

preparing for a trip. It was true 
immersion.” 

training and passion for sailing. 

spiring confidence in her. 

edge that the knowledge he 
shared has to go somewhere. We 

“For me, I never feel confident 

2000, she experienced her first 

tice navigator. The first night 
was filled with thunder and 
lightning storms. 

“That first night, I thought, 

prepared for all of that.”

land, as lead navigator in 2004. 

Okinawa and New Zealand, to 

herself alone.
“I never felt that it was just 

helping her get there.”

her, it is more important that the 
relationships with the people 

ourselves with people that we 
trust. That we know have our 

ages whenever she can as a part 

same classes that led her to 

nice circle that I took the class 

students who have gone through 

the places and people she saw 
on her travels. She hopes the 

tion. 

lieves that the smaller canoes 

on them.

noes are going to ensure that we 

places.” 

the future potential of 

wants to hold space for those 
who started it all.  

grow.” 

PHOTOS COURTESY SAM LOW



2004 Navigating Change 
Voyage  
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“No longer do we seek only the  
knowledge of how to voyage between 

islands. We seek lessons to 
carry home to  
our children 

— ways to inspire the present genera-
tion to love and preserve our Earth as a 
sanctuary for those who will inherit it.”

 
NAINOA THOMPSON

H 2

1-2, 5-7 Hōkūle‘a is a floating classroom where tens of thousands of children have stepped onto her deck 
over the last 50 years. By partnering with schools, students learn firsthand about navigation, 
sustainability and their kuleana to care for each other and the Earth. PHOTOS COURTESY POLYNESIAN 
VOYAGING SOCIETY  
3 Hōkūle‘a crew adjusts the sails. PHOTO COURTESY MONTE COSTA
4 Along the voyage through the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. PHOTO COURTESY MONTE COSTA 
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1

5

6
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Fraser ‘Ohana moving into first unit at Ke Ao Maluhia, April 2024

Nā Lei Aloha Lū‘au, Hyatt Regency Waikīkī Beach Resort & SpaJoin us Oct 7-9th at the 2025 Native Hawaiian Convention in Tulalip, WA

To register for the 2025 Native Hawaiian Convention,
visit hawaiiancouncil.org/convention

The Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA) is a member-based 501(c)3
non-profit organization with a mission to enhance the cultural, economic,
political, and community development of Native Hawaiians.

SKYLEE WEYL
1st Grade, Mālama Honua Public Charter School

KAHINAMALAMAOKALANI KAMAKEA-OHELO 
7th Grade, Mālama Honua Public Charter School

KAMALUOKAUAKOKO PIIOHIA
1st Grade, Mālama Honua Public Charter School

AMAN PRASAD
8th Grade, Mālama Honua Public Charter School

HARLEE-ANN HO-WILLIAMS
1st Grade, Mālama Honua Public Charter School

GRADE LILIA MCKEAGUE
8th Grade, Mālama Honua Public Charter School

Navigating Our Future
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The Wai Kai ‘Ohana

Where water connects us all, we honor this milestone and

the legacy of wayfinding that continues to inspire generations.

WaiKai.Com

HO‘OMAIKA‘I ‘ANA,
HŌKŪLE’A!

Congratulations
to Hōkūle‘a on
50 years

of inspiring journeys, uniting cultures,
and empowering future generations.
Here's tomanymore voyages ahead!

www.waiaholepoifactory.com
808-239-2222 • waiaholepoi@gmail.com

WAIA–HOLE POI FACTORY

1 Miyajima, Hōkūle‘a in Miyajima, Japan. PHOTO COURTESY MIKE TAYLOR 
2 A Satawal welcome. PHOTO COURTESY KATHY THOMPSON 
3 Hōkūle‘a crew member Pomai Bertelmann, Satawal on the horizon. 
PHOTO COURTESY KATHY THOMPSON
4 Master Navigator Mau Piailug among his Pwo navigator graduates 
from Micronesia and Hawai‘i. PHOTO COURTESY KATHY THOMPSON
5 Voyaging canoe Makali‘i. PHOTO COURTESY KATHY THOMPSON
6 Mau with Hawai‘i voyagers. PHOTO COURTESY KATHY THOMPSON 
7 Uwajima, a peace bell gift from Ehime, Japan. PHOTO COURTESY MIKE 
TAYLOR 
8 Uwajima arrival. PHOTO COURTESY MIKE TAYLOR 

One Ocean, 
One People 

Voyage to Micronesia and Japan
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Iinto the western Pacific for the 
2

4

5 6

7

8

3

1



(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT) The community gathers in a large circle at the dry dock 

for a few words and a pule before guiding Hōkūle‘a back to the water; Chris Baird 

guides Hōkūle‘a toward the water; Sam Kalalau’s son. PHOTOS COURTESY 
POLYNESIAN VOYAGING SOCIETY; Marion Lyman-Mercereau; Bruce Blankenfeld  

learned from Wally and continues to lead dry docks. PHOTO COURTESY WILL 
KYSELKA; Old dry dock masts up. PHOTO COURTESY HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER; 
Wally Froiseth spent decades taking care of Hōkūle‘a. PHOTO COURTESY WILL 
KYSELKA
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LEFT AND ABOVE 
Hōkūle‘a at the  dry dock.

PHOTOS COURTESY POLYNESIAN VOYAGING SOCIETY

C



1 Big Wave - Mark Amundsen 
and Bruce
2 Hōkūle‘a arrives near 
Washington Monument 
3 Hōkūle‘a sails past the Statue 
of Liberty
4 Hōkūle‘a arrives at Magic Island 
in 2017
5 Hōkūle‘a arrives at Rapa Nui
6 Celebration in South Africa
7 Hōkūle‘a docked
8 Hōkūle‘a sails to the 
Carribbean
9 Mālama Honua Worldwide 
Voyage map
10 Hōkūle‘a crew at the Panama 
Canal

PHOTOS COURTESY POLYNESIAN 
VOYAGING SOCIETY
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From 2013 to 2017, 

Meaning “to care for 
our Island Earth,” 

1 USA
2

(Tahiti, Moorea, Raiatea, 

4
Tonga

7 Australia
8
9 Mauritius
10

11 South Africa
12 UK 

14
Canada

17
Islands
18
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www.staradvertiser.com

Happy 50th Birthday
Hōkūle‘a
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Tcommenced on June 15, 

1 Hōkūle‘a next to Hubbard Glacier in Disenchantment Bay, Alaska. 
2 A welcome ceremony in Wrangell, Alaska. 
3 Wrangell, Alaska.
4 Student in Alaska makes “Voyage for Earth” pledge.
5 Hōkūle‘a sails under the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. 
6 Hōkūle‘a arrives at Auke Bay in Juneau, Alaska.
7 Moananuiākea-map.
PHOTOS COURTESY POLYNESIAN VOYAGING SOCIETY
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Serving Hawaii for 31 years.

Get Genki Sushi’s seafood dishes delivered to
your table in a quick and fun manner.

Freshness from the sea!

Scan to find a
location near you!
Prices vary at
different locations.

G d t

Congratulations
Hōkūle‘a!

Genki Bites
Spicy Ahi

Rainbow
Roll

Genki Biteses Rainbow

Shellfish
Torio

BY KALEOHANO FARRANT

The Polynesian Voyaging Society’s crew manual didn’t mention 
chilly mornings when rain pours down your back, as you crouch 
with your arms elbow-deep in the galley box, cooking poi pancakes 
for the crew. But there I was, on our way to Tahiti in 2022, and I 
couldn’t have been happier. Of course, there are many reasons to be 
positive about a trip to Tahiti, yet a voyage can still be grueling 
when you’re exposed to harsh wind, rain and sun for more than two 
weeks. As with life, no crew manual can prepare you for the chal-
lenges you will face, nor the overwhelming fulfillment experienced 

in the rain. When I first boarded this beloved vessel in 2009 as a 
fifth grader, I’m not sure exactly what was going through my mind, 

-
cally and spiritually. In my senior year of high school, I learned 
about the Worldwide Voyage, tying knots and locating stars. I began 

it might be like to become a part of that legacy. 
Several years later, Nainoa Thompson gave a keynote presenta-

tion at Stanford University, where I was a student, and I started to 
-

stitutions and people. In the audience that night, I saw brilliant stu-
dents, professors and professionals with a yearning for the spiritual 

home in 2020 and got the call to help with drydock work, I began to 

since then, I’ve been privileged 

have transformed my life.
In high school and college, 

I often thought about what it 
would be like to navigate on 

of amazing young crew mem-
bers on the Worldwide Voy-
age. I still aspire to learn more 
about navigation, but after a 
few years of experience on 

about the moments making 
poi pancakes. Serving as a 

cooks who have nourished the crew, quartermasters who have 
organized supplies, and countless drydock volunteers who have 
prepared the vessel for her voyages. My formal schooling fo-

inspires me to do a little better each day, to be a vessel for posi-
tive change in my family and communities. Sometimes, all it 
takes is a willingness to make poi pancakes in the rain, and that 
sounds pretty good to me.

BY HAUNANI KANE

as a way to raise money for the Children’s Justice Center. Our final 

Now, 20 years later, I am so thankful for this program because 

She gave me my heroes, Hawaiian and local watermen and women, 
who have now become my teachers, role models and the ones I try 
to embody when life gets challenging. She gave me crew members 
who have become my family. 

And, maybe most importantly, she showed me through example 
how to lead and how to follow. On the final leg of the worldwide 
voyage, I was lucky to sail home with captain Pomai Bertelmann, 
and navigator Ka‘iulani Murphy. 

fiercely lead with grace, love and strength. 

BY KALĀ BAYBAYAN TANAKA

taught so many voyagers — my father included 
— people that I look up to and that continue to 
inspire me. She has taught me as well as kept 

us across familiar sea roads and connect us 
back to the epic homelands of my relatives and 

me that shows me where my home is. Even 
when I am not at home, when I see her, I feel 

-

is the reason I fell in love with the canoe and he 
has been one of my greatest teachers in life. He 

captain and navigate, his leadership has helped 
to shape me into the person I am today. 

Some of my earliest non-chronological 

watching as my father was readying to depart 

captivating because there weren’t really others 
like her, a Hawaiian voyaging canoe, and I 
wondered where the places were that she went. 

the canoe family. They loved me as family does 
and also scolded me when I needed it and they 
taught me a lot. The many aunties and uncles I 
grew up around, I still see today, they are still 
my heroes, they are my friends, they are my 
family. 

My college years were the point in my life 
when I started to sail on voyaging canoes. Voy-

-

and my honua. I don’t always feel that when I 
am back on land. Because of these experiences 
on board the canoe and the most amazing men-
tors, I continue to care for this knowledge 

-
portant that we keep these practices alive. It is a 
part of our identity. 

part of my mauli ola, so I choose to continue to 

voyaging canoes, to learn about voyaging and 
also to practice it. 

From being the little girl that watched her 
dad sailing away or that youth on the canoe 

deep impact on my life, helping to become 

to continue to practice the traditions of voyag-
ing, to teach youth about canoes and voyaging, 
and within my own family to teach my keiki.

BY LINDA FURUTO

As a child I remember looking up at the stars 
from the asphalt shingle roof of my family’s 
home in Hau‘ula, Ko‘olauloa, O‘ahu. The stars 
were my friends and we talked story as they 
danced across the night sky. We shared hopes, 
wishes, and dreams as I ate snacks from the 
manapua truck. 

Mau, Eddie Aikau, Lacy Veach, Uncle Pinky 

brown paper bags and popsicle sticks in kinder-
garten (for the record, my wa‘a could float!). 

-
tance of knowing who we are, where we come 

from, and where we’re going. As Eddie Aikau’s 

greater love hath a man than this, that he lay 
-

braces and inspires us to have the courage, 
compassion, strength, wisdom, and aloha to 
care for each other and our home, Island Earth.

I first became involved with the Polynesian 
Voyaging Society about 2 decades ago before 
the 2007 voyage to Micronesia and Japan. 
Aboard the canoe, I am humbled to serve as an 
education specialist. On land, I also endeavor to 
serve as an education specialist in my role as a 
professor of mathematics education at the Uni-

-
tion. 

On land and sea, one of the most important 

lessons I have learned in voyaging is that we 
cannot change the winds, but we can always 
change our sails. And when we change our 
sails, we often arrive not necessarily where we 
think we need to be, but exactly where we are 
supposed to be. To me, the fundamental ques-
tions of voyaging are: in the defining moments 
when the winds shift, how do we frame our par-

What are our destination(s) and how do we 
know we have arrived (at least for the time be-

how do we advocate and navigate by our val-

The universe is the greatest textbook and 
voyaging is the ultimate living laboratory. 

my life by inspiring creation of the world’s first 
academic program in ethnomathematics at the 
University of Hawai‘i with an option to add a 
field of licensure in ethnomathematics through 
the Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board. Ethno-
mathematics is grounded in real-world applica-
tions of mathematics that are relevant, rigorous, 
and contextualized. Amplifying the voices of 
our students to be navigators of their educa-

strengths of their ‘ohana and communities.

others define you. Be responsible for owning 
your own dream and vision of where you want 
to arrive at. Be persistent and relentless in 
working that sail plan so that you arrive at your 
destination.”  

beyond! I treasure the opportunities we have to 
honor the curriculum of our communities, stew-
ard kuleana to care for Island Earth, and em-
brace the importance of changing sails as 
necessary in order to continue raising islands 
from the sea.

BY KALEO WONG

who carries the wisdom of gen-
erations, a spirit that moves 
through time, bridging the an-
cient and the now. She is the 
embodiment of our ancestors’ 
prayers, their dreams woven 
into the fibers of her sails, their 
voices whispering in the wind 
that guides her across the vast, 

wood and rope — she is the 

the past, a vessel for the sacred.

step into the vastness of our an-
cestors’ vision. She reawakens 

knowing that lives deep in our 
bones — the knowing that we 
are navigators, wayfinders, a 
people of the sea. She reminds 
us that we are not lost, that we 
never were. For generations, the 
tides of colonization sought to 
sever us from our traditions, to 
make us forget the language of 
the stars and the songs of our 

proof that it endured, waiting 
for us to return.

She has changed my life in 
ways that words cannot fully 
hold. She has taught me to listen 
to the voice of the wind, to the 
movement of the swells, to the 
silence of the night when the 
ocean and sky become one. She 
has shown me that navigation is 

about identity. When we sail, 
we sail not only for ourselves, 

-
aged before us and for the gen-
erations yet to come. We carry 
the weight of their wisdom, 
their sacrifices, their love, and 
we persevere.

There are moments at sea 
when I feel their presence. I 
have felt them in the gentle 
touch of a breeze, in the sudden 
appearance of a guiding bird, in 
the way the stars seem to speak 

a connection to all who have 
ever sailed and all who ever 
will. She steers us toward the 
future by remembering where 
we came from. 

as alive as ever, her spirit woven 

has reawakened us, reminding 
us of our kuleana to each other, 

that binds us all. She is proof 
that the magic of wayfinding is 

life. She teaches us that if we 
move with purpose, with aloha, 
with deep trust, we will always 
find our way.

-
con and a sacred reminder of 
who we are as kanaka maoli. 
She is our past, our present and 
our future. And, for as long as 
the ocean stretches beyond the 

ours — will continue.
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Crew member essays



DR. RANDIE KAMUELA FONG
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Pearlridge Center Uptown (Ground Floor Across of Macy’s)
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Congrats H-ok-ule‘a
On 50 years of Journey and Tradition!
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DR. LARRY KIMURA

��� �� ���	 	�
� ��� ���� ���
�
�
�������� � 	�
�� ��� ���� � ��� � ���� �������� �
�������� ����
 ����� � ���������� ����� ��� �����

�� ��� ���	
��� 	
 �
�� 	����� ����� � �
�	��	 �� 	
����



26 27

-

-

-

-

-

PHOTOS COURTESY POLYNESIAN VOYAGING SOCIETY, ‘OIWI TV



28

©2025 The University of Hawaiʻi is an Equal Opportunity Institution
PHOTO CREDIT: JOSE MAGNO

#TakeMeToMānoa
MANOA.HAWAII.EDU

Wherever you want to go,
we can help you get there.
At the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, we give you the tools to follow
your dreams with a choice of 98 different majors, 88 graduate majors,
56 doctoral degrees, and 19 professional degrees.
Begin your journey with us!

Hau‘oli Lā Hānau
Happy 50th birthday, Hōkūle‘a! Congratulations on a half-century of voyaging history.


